
 

BLUEFINS WATER POLO     MATCH REPORT 

         Date: 7th September 2018 

Score 

Basingstoke 11 - 7 Portsmouth 

Report 

Basingstoke Ladies kicked off their season in style with the first friendly fixture of the year 
bringing a commanding victory over local rivals Portsmouth. The girls made the long 
journey down to the Mountbatten Centre keen to keep up the form they found towards the 
end of last season, where they rounded off the year with 3 back to back victories. 

The summer break showed no sign of having an effect on the team as they made a 
blistering start to the game, despite only having one sub. The home side were stunned as 
less than 90 seconds had passed before Aimee Park began to terrorize the defence with 
two early goals, followed shortly by Megan Fletcher opening her account for the game as 
well. Portsmouth had no reply to the 3 early goals and were finding it hard to gain any 
measure of control over the game. The relentless pressing all over the pool was forcing the 
home side into playing poor passes and it was deep into the first quarter before they 
managed their first real attempt on goal. Eventually as legs began to tire and more space 
opened up in the pool, Basingstoke were pegged back by two well taken goals but still 
managed to make it to the first break with the lead intact. 

Playing with one sub is never easy, but as the second quarter began Basingstoke showed 
that they were not going to let it affect their game. Any hope Portsmouth might have had 
that the girls would sit back and conserve energy was quickly dashed, as again the first 
goal of the quarter fell to Aimee Park. Although the finish was hers this was absolutely a 
team goal, with all the players combining well to open up the defence before Emily 
Wiltshire picked out the perfect final pass to leave Park with a simple finish. Portsmouth 
replied quickly to bring themselves back to a single goal deficit but another goal apiece for 
both Park and Fletcher gave Basingstoke a comfortable lead at the half way point. 

Playing in such a big pool was always going to take it’s toll eventually, and the second half 
was when game management was going to become critical to sustaining the lead 
Basingstoke had built up in the first half. If tiredness set in and the team found themselves 
stretched over the pitch it could allow Portsmouth a route back into the game. Fortunately, 
the girls had no intention of letting this happen and began to slow the pace of their attack 
to conserve their energy, whilst still maintaining their high pressing tactic in defence. The 
slower pace in attack gave Basingstoke a new challenge, one of how to break down a well 
organised defence, however it didn’t take long before said defence was again breached. 
The quality of the movement from players off the ball creating space was crucial at this 
point, and contributed to Hannah Wiles getting her first goal of the game, picking the far 
corner out from an acute angle leaving the opposition goalkeeper stranded. Again 
Portsmouth pulled one back, but at this key time in the match Basingstoke managed to 
hold firm as the home side tried to find a way back in to the game. The team protected 
their goal well, but were also helped at times by some outstanding individual defending, 
most notably Olivia Taylor-Firth somehow preventing an almost certain goal with a last 
ditch tackle. 

As the fourth quarter rolled around Basingstoke knew the game was there for the taking, 
and just needed to keep control to see out the win. Despite conceding early on the players 



 
stuck to the game plan and were content to grind out the result. It was never going be the 
swashbuckling style of play from early on in the game but with a solid defence led by Kim 
Gray the girls were content to keep Portsmouth at arms length and protect their lead. As 
this minutes passed Basingstoke were still proving to be a handful in attack, but the goals 
were few and far between. Fortunately it was at this point Fleuve Williams took it upon 
herself to change that, and in a blistering few minutes she slotted home her first goal, 
broke up a Portsmouth counter and then combined well with fellow youngster Wiles to 
carve through the home side’s defence and was only denied a second goal by a good save 
from the keeper. By this point the result was never in question, but the home side were 
playing for pride and weren’t content to sit back. With the benefit of more subs and fresher 
legs, Portsmouth began to turn to screw and attempt to finish the game the stronger side. 
Despite squeezing in two goals (with Park rounding off her tally for the match in between 
the two) Basingstoke had the ever reliable Hazel Cutler between the posts and she was in 
fine form, at one point pulling off a stunning triple save before launching a counter attack. 
Ultimately there was not enough time left in the game for Portsmouth to take advantage of 
gaining a foothold over the tired Basingstoke players, and as the clock ticked down past 
it’s final few seconds the girls could begin to reflect on a job well done, finishing victorious 
and extending their unbeaten run to four matches. 

Coach Mikey Sheath had this to say after the game: ‘I thought we played excellently 
tonight and managed the game extremely well. This is a big pitch and with only one sub it 
was vital we managed the game well, made a quick start and gave ourselves a lead to 
defend and we did this pretty much spot on. The benefit of these girls training and playing 
matches together is clear, we worked so well as a team tonight and this was boosted by 
some excellent individual performances. As always a massive well done to all the players, 
especially our young juniors who were brought into the team towards the end of last year 
and have really stepped up and played a vital role tonight. I look forward to the next game 
where hopefully we can continue our winning run!’ 

Team and Scorers: Hazel Cutler, Emily Wiltshire, Hannah Wiles (1), Fleuve Williams (1), 
Kim Gray (1), Aimee Park (7), Megan Fletcher (3), Olivia Taylor-Firth. 

 
 
Coach Gerry 
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