
 
 
Report 
BASINGSTOKE MENS SEAL SOUTH EAST DIVISION 2 TITLE 

Basingstoke men's water polo have this weekend clinched the South East League division 2 title in 
the final game of the season. 

Having finished bottom of the pile in the previous season with only 1 win from 4, the Bluefins have 
turned their fortunes around in the space of a year to upset all expectations and can proudly say 
they fully deserved this accolade. 

Match 1: WON 7-6 vs Kingston 

It could have all gone wrong right at the start. After a strong first half that pulled them into a 
comfortable lead Basingstoke began to feel the pressure of a Kingston comeback, as the game 
wore on the belief was with the London side that they could turn the game around. Fortunately for 
the Bluefins they had goalkeeper Mike Sheath on top form, pulling off numerous saves late  on in 
the game to preserve their very slim advantage and earn the team their first win.  

Match 2: WON 13-6 vs Oxford 

Another game with a story of two halves, Basingstoke were struggling to make the majority of their 
possession count against a solid Oxford defence and the game was finely poised at the stroke of 
half time. Oxford had triumphed in this fixture in the previous season, but this year it was 
Basingstoke who claimed the points as they came out for the second half much improved. A third 
quarter demolition job followed, stretching their lead whilst asserting their dominance on the game, 
leaving a comfortable 4th quarter to see out and take the victory.  

Match 3: LOST 9-7 vs Brighton 

Basingstoke suffered their first loss against the only team they had beaten the previous season. A 
poor performance overall, allowing Brighton to build a lead up that was just too big an ask to claw 
back. A 4th quarter fightback nearly took place as the team came back to within a goal of levelling 
the scores, but there just wasn’t quite enough in the tank to see it through and Brighton shortly 
regained their breathing space and took the points. 

Match 4: WON 19-7 vs Hastings 

Knowing a victory would be enough to take the title, the result was never really in doubt after the 
first few minutes of play. Basingstoke looked like a team with a point to prove, and showed it as 
they went about their business with professionalism and purpose. Goals were scored all throughout 
the game across the majority of players, and the team rounded off their season with 6 goals in the 
final quarter alone. 

Overall this season showed how competitive this division is, with every team picking up at least one 
win. Basingstoke bounced back from their disappointing season last year to take victory with 3 
great wins and now they look forward to coming back next year to try and defend their title.  

Captain Mike Sheath had this to say: ‘We probably had the youngest squad here over the course of 
the season so to win the league is a fantastic achievement, and shows the potential there is in this 
team. Hopefully we can all stay together and keep improving so we can come back next year and 
aim for 4 wins out of 4!’ 

Head coach Gerry Lay added: ‘This is an achievement for the whole squad, not just the players who 
were here today as everyone drives each other on in training to improve and bring the ability of the 
whole club up, so well done to everyone at the club for this deserved result.’  

 


